Assessment of surgical instrument bioburden after steam sterilization: A pilot study.
In environments in which manual decontamination and steam sterilization remains the primary method of sterilization, biofilm formation can increase the risk of disease transmission. To determine the risk of bacterial survival and contamination on surgical instruments, inoculated blood was dried on one instrument and steam sterilized (wrapped or unwrapped) in a set of 4 (including 3 clean). Two of 3 pathogens were recovered at a rate of 15% for unwrapped sets and 33% for wrapped sets.